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Between-the-Lines Trading—Treasonous 

or Patriotic Acts?  
 

By David G. Surdam, University of Northern Iowa 

Resources 

If you can read only one book 

Author Title. City: Publisher, Year. 

Leigh, Philip Trading with the Enemy: The Covert 

Economy during the American Civil War 

Yardley, PA: Westholme, 2014. 

 

Books and Articles 

Author Title. City: Publisher, Year. | “Title,” in 

Journal ##, no. # (Date): #. 

Andreas, Peter Smuggler Nation: How Illicit Trade Made 

America. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2013. 

Browning, Robert From Cape Charles to Cape Fear: The 

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron During 

the Civil War. Tuscaloosa: University of 

Alabama Press, 1993. 

Futrell, Robert Federal Trade with the Confederate States 

Ph.D. Dissertation, Vanderbilt University, 

Nashville, TN, 1950. 

Ekelund, Robert and Mark Thornton “The Union Blockade and Demoralization of 

the South: Relative Prices in the 

Confederacy,” in Social Science Quarterly 

73, no. 4 (December 1992): 890-902. 

Johnson, Ludwell Red River Campaign: Politics and Cotton in 

the Civil War. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 

University Press, 1958. 
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———. “Contraband Trade during the Last Year of 

the Civil War,” in Mississippi Valley 

Historical Review, 49, no. 4 (March, 1963): 

635-52. 

———. “Northern Profit and Profiteers: The Cotton 

Rings of 1864-65,” Civil War History in 12, 

no. 2 (June 1966):101-15. 

———. “Commerce Between Northeastern Ports and 

the Confederacy, 1861-1865,” in Journal of 

American History 54, no. 1 (June 1967): 30-

42. 

Lebergott, Stanley “Through the Blockade—The Profitability 

and Extent of Cotton Smuggling, 1861-

1865,” Journal of Economic History 41, no. 

4 (December 1981): 867-88. 

Surdam, David “Traders or Traitors: Northern Cotton 

Trading During the Civil War,” Business 

and Economic History 28, no. 2 (Winter 

1999): 301-312. 

———. Northern Naval Superiority and the 

Economics of the American Civil War. 

Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina 

Press, 2001. 

United States. House of Representatives H.R. Rep. No. 38-24 at 4 (1864-1865). 

Weidenmier, Marc “Bogus Money Matters: Sam Upham and 

His Confederate Counterfeiting Business,” 

in Business and Economic History 28, no. 2 

(Winter 1999): 313-24.  

Wise, Stephen Lifeline of the Confederacy—Blockade 

Running during the Civil War. Columbia: 

University of South Carolina Press, 1988. 
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David G. Surdham david.surdam@uni.edu  

Robert Browning unionblockade@gmail.com  

Philip Leigh phil_leigh@me.com  
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